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nor is it merely a rapid alternation of these two states,
but rather an imperfect fusion of the two for which we
have no name.

Behaviour of this kind may imply but a minimum of
self-consciousness. It does not necessarily imply that
the child has any idea or representation of himself suffer-
ing punishment or of the punishment itself. There are,
no doubt, even in civilised communities, individuals of
low type, brought up under unfavourable circumstances,
whose behaviour hardly rises above this level. What-
ever power of conceptual thought such a being attains
is exercised merely in the immediate service of desire
springing directly from some one or other of the primary
instinctive impulses; he may display a certain cunning
in the pursuit of his ends and may form certain habits
in the service of these impulses, perhaps an habitual
caution in the presence of strangers, an habitual brutality
towards those of whom he has no fear. He has no sense
of responsibility or duty or obligation, no ideal of self;
he has but rudimentary sentiments in regard to himself
or others, has no character, whether good or bad, in the
proper sense of the word, and, therefore, is incapable of
true volition. In the case of behaviour on this com-
paratively low level, it is easy to understand that the
instinctive impulses are the primary springs of all
activities, and that the pains and pleasures experienced
in the course of these activities merely serve to modify
the actions motived by these impulses and thereby to
shape the habits acquired in the service of them. Such
behaviour may be called non-moral; it can no more be
made the subject of moral judgments than the behaviour
of animals.

At the other end of the scale of conduct is the man
all of whose actions are either the direct issue of volitions
or the outcome of habits that are the secondary results of
volitions or at least have been deliberately shaped, re-
strained here, encouraged there, by volitional control.
Instead of acting at once upon each impulse, instead of
striving to realise each desired end, such a man often
resists, if he cannot altogether suppress, his strongest